
September 21st

International Day of Struggle against Monoculture Tree Plantations

Open Letter about investments in monoculture tree plantations in the global South, especially
in Africa, and in solidarity with communities resisting the occupation of their territories.

September 21st is the International Day of Struggle against Monoculture Tree 
Plantations. Unlike others, this Day was not created by the United Nations (UN) or by 
governments. The Day was created in 2004 by rural communities, gathered in the Brazilian 
hinterland, to denounce and shed light on the impacts of monoculture tree plantations on their 
territories, and affirm their determination to resist such plantations and take back their territories 
from the hands of corporations.

16 years later, the Day remains as relevant as ever: there is a real danger of a gigantic, worldwide
expansion of monoculture tree plantation. This is promoted as a solution to prevent climate chaos
and to the industrialized world’s dependence on oil, gas and coal. A group of governments, 
corporations, consultants, investors and major conservationist NGOs have come together to put 
their mega-plans1 for tree plantation expansions on the table.

Although highly questioned, a forest as defined by the FAO (UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization) and several national governments mistakenly includes monoculture tree plantations. 
In their eyes, plantations are “planted forests”. This definition favours only the plantation 
corporations, thus guaranteeing their main objective: generating profits.

Africa is the continent with “the most profitable afforestation potential worldwide”, according 
to a report produced in 2019 by consultants for the African Development Bank (AfDB) and the 
conservationist NGO WWF-Kenya. “The study has identified around 500,000 ha of viable 
plantation land in ten countries: Angola, Republic of Congo, Ghana, Mozambique, Malawi, 
South Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.” The study proposes the speedy 
creation of a Fund, headquartered in a tax haven (Mauritius), to finance the planting of the first 
100,000 hectares of trees.

In order for these plantations to generate profits for private investors, the study claims that aid will 
be necessary from European public international cooperation agencies, i.e., taxpayers’ money 
from Northern European countries, namely, Finland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Iceland, the 
United Kingdom and The Netherlands, as well as from the World Bank via the International Finance
Corporation (IFC), which makes loans to private companies.

The study and its recommendations leave us perplexed and indignant, given the false 
assumptions and inconsistencies on which it is based (see Annex I for a more detailed description). 
Below, we present a summary of our main criticism.

– The study repeats the same treacherous and false promises that corporations and their 
advocates always make. It states that plantations improve communities’ living conditions, create 
jobs, improve the soil and the quality and quantity of water. The corporations’ ‘social’ projects 
would be attractive to the communities. However, plantations lead to a large number of 
violations of rights, create very few poorly-paid and dangerous jobs, destroy forests and savannas, 
degrade soils, contaminate and dry up water sources and destroy communities’ way of life. With 
the plantations, guards arrive who will restrict communities’ freedom of movement; cases of 
abuse, sexual violence against women and HIV/AIDS infections increase in number. The 
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promise of ‘social’ projects, often not fulfilled, is the main bargaining chip for corporations to gain 
access to communities’ lands.

– The study refers to land conflicts only as “challenges” and the proposed solution is to “follow 
FSC and other best practises”. Firstly, the 500,000 hectares that the study suggests corporations 
should plant as monoculture tree plantations are not abandoned or degraded lands. Corporations 
always want fertile lands, usually flat and with availability of water – in other words, lands that tend
to be used by communities. By recommending the FSC, the study ignores ample documentation 
that proves that the FSC does not solve plantations’ structural problems, and land conflicts 
even less. The FSC deceives consumers by considering the model of large-scale monoculture 
plantations “sustainable”, for it always leads to large tracts of land being controlled by corporations 
and to the intensive use of agro-chemicals and synthetic fertilizers. So far, compensation for the 
populations that have lost their lands and means of subsistence has always been derisory or 
inexistent. Meanwhile, the social, environmental, economic and cultural damage caused by 
monoculture tree plantations in rural areas of African countries has never been compensated 
by corporations. There exists no way to calculate the damage and much of the harm done is 
irreparable.

– The study references a World Bank/IFC project in Mozambique, stressing that “one important 
element of the IFC approach will be to define and register land rights”. In fact, the World Bank, as 
well as financing plantations, has a policy of encouraging governments in countries of the South to 
speed up the granting of individual deeds and, therefore, the privatization of land, in an attempt to 
prevent its collective recognition as community land. The World Bank has been promoting the 
handing over of community lands to private capital all over the world. It is important to 
highlight the fact that in recent years, the government of Mozambique has put in place a number of 
reforms in the forestry sector. These include a review of the Forestry Policy and its Implementation 
Strategy and, very recently, a public consultation process with a view to also reviewing the National
Land Policy. In all of these processes the World Bank is the common denominator in terms of 
promotion and financial “support”. This review is taking place under the pretext of improving 
transparency and efficacy in land management and policies, and will inevitably force an alteration 
of the Land Law and respective Regulation, thus legitimizing the occupation of community lands 
which provide living conditions for communities and peoples.

– The study states that the tree plantations would be “a stable, long-term carbon sink”, and result in 
“substantial adaptation benefits” vis-à-vis climate change at the local level. By stating this, the 
study ignores a growing body of scientific work showing that monoculture tree plantations are a 
false climate solution. The experiences of communities all over the world with monoculture tree 
plantations show that they create a local environment even less prepared for responding to the
ever more perceptible impacts of climate change.

– The study states that “Global oil and industrial companies” want to “become part of the solution 
rather than a major part of the problem. They are beginning to see the potential of forestry 
investments.” Oil and gas companies are an integral part of the climate crisis, regardless of 
such proclamations. They have not shown any interest in solving it; on the contrary, they 
intend to invest first and foremost in false solutions – after all, profits are above all else.

– Other false statements include: “the world will need the type of intensive afforestation (…) that 
the Brazilian forestry industry is implementing”; and that Brazil’s neighbour, Uruguay, is “the 



world’s most recently developed forestry country”. The truth is that the Brazilian experience with 
industrial tree plantations over the course of the last few decades has led to numerous land 
conflicts and environmental degradation. Municipalities with the highest concentrations of 
plantations are among the poorest, compared with those with diversified agriculture based on 
smallholders. In Uruguay, the same negative impacts occur. Rural areas have seen a massive exodus
of people, with the rural population reduced by half. Furthermore, citizens of Uruguay have taken 
on an enormous debt, owing to a recent contract between its government and Finnish 
multinational UPM. According to this contract, the government agreed to carry out multi-million 
dollar infrastructure works to service UPM and the export plans of its second pulp factory.

– The study also states that “The main barrier to successful investments in African greenfield 
planting is low historic returns. New planting by private companies has ground to a halt in recent 
years.” This not only reveals that profits are what really matters to private investors, but also that 
the authors of the study deliberately ignore the main reason why the expansion of industrial 
plantations has been impeded in various African countries: the resistance of communities 
against such monoculture plantations.

– The study also seeks to attract investors, suggesting “the possibility of planting [trees] at 
significantly lower costs (…), more or less half of 10 years ago (…)”. Promising companies that 
they will have to spend less means that the weight of the industrial plantation projects from the 
proposed fund will fall even more upon already indebted African countries and, consequently, on 
their populations, particularly rural communities that run the risk of losing their most fertile lands.

– It is important to stress that a “conservationist” NGO is a co-producer of this study that promotes 
investments that will benefit first and foremost private companies. The study itself reveals 
how NGOs like WWF should no longer be considered NGOs since they function and act as the 
‘right hand of the plantation industry’.

– The report refers to a non-public version of the study which has not been disclosed to the public 
as far as we are aware. The report also notes that “(…) there is a clear coalition of DFIs 
[development finance institutions] interested in further discussion on this topic [creation of the 
Fund], including: CDC [United Kingdom], Finnfund [Finland], IFC [World Bank], NDF [Nordic 
countries: Finland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland] and FMO [The Netherlands]”. This 
demonstrates that decisions about investments are being made without the participation of the 
communities and other civil society organizations and social movements from the regions in 
question, i.e., the parties most affected. How can it still be acceptable in the 21st century that 
public international cooperation agencies use money from their taxpayers in this way? Hiding their 
decisions from their own citizens and from the populations that will be affected? When plantation 
corporations and their investors, after everything has been decided, state that they are applying the 
principle of communities’ “free, prior and informed consent”, does this merit any credibility?

We demand that the non-public version of this study be published immediately by the AfdB 
and WWF-Kenya, so that its content may be known to the communities and organized civil society
in the countries where they intend to implement their plans.

We reiterate our indignation with regard to the channelling of public resources towards 
private investments, through tax havens, to be invested in highly damaging activities, such as 
large-scale monoculture plantations.



We further demand a wide-ranging review of the process of allocation of land to plantation 
corporations, ensuring the return of land to the communities that depend on this land, today and in 
the future. In Mozambique, for example, peasant agriculture constitutes the main guarantee of 
subsistence for more than 80% of the population, and the land is the only thing to which 
communities can resort to ensure food safety and sovereignty.

We reiterate our solidarity on this September 21st with the legitimate and just struggles of 
communities around the world that resist the advance of plantations and strive to take back 
their lost lands. They must be remembered and made visible every day. And they will certainly 
resist this new and insane expansion plan proposed in the AfDB and WWF-Kenya study and 
commented on in this Open Letter.

We appeal to the solidarity and unity, so that together we may demand the immediate 
abandonment of any and every afforestation programme based on large-scale monoculture 
plantation.

The Struggle Continues!
Plantations Are Not Forests!

1 For example, the “Bonn Challenge”, with the ambitious target of establishing plantations in 350 
million hectares worldwide by 2030, the AFR100 initiative, whose goal is 100 million hectares in 
Africa, also by 2030 or the campaign to plant 1 trillion trees globally, launched at the last World 
Economic Forum in Davos.

>>> See the Annex I

Signatures:

Nome Comunidade / Local Distrito Província/País
Fernando Martinho Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Ossufo J. Salvador Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Zacarias José Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Samuel Alberto Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Margarida Salvador Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Lídia Iloca Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Florindo Pedro Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Cândida Jaime Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Inácio Abílio Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Marcos Agostinho Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Ernesto José Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Julieta Eugénio Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Lucas Abílio Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Antonio J. Alves Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Archado Elias Martinho Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Américo Salvador Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Joanita José Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Delfina Rafael Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Eugénio Salvador Melola Mecúburi Nampula
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Arlindo Evaristo Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Vicente Salvador Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Ernesto Mazidora Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Nunes Rosário Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Cecília Rodrigues Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Filomena Alberto Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Catarina João Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Ecita Sebastião Mário Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Mariano Fernando Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Ilda José Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Albertinho Mário Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Carlitos Mário Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Filomena alberto Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Carlitos Salvador Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Juma Martinho Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Samuel Antonio Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Alberto Antonio Melola Mecúburi Nampula
Custódio Rosário Melola Mecuburi Nampula
Lemos Vasco Messa Ribaué Nampula
Dimas Fernando Cintura Messa Ribaué Nampula
Belindo Sizeleque Messa Ribaué Nampula
Gloria Manuel Sizequel Messa Ribaué Nampula
Alzira Saize Messa Ribaué Nampula
Augusto Daniel Messa Ribaué Nampula
Beatriz Augusto Messa Ribaué Nampula
Jacinto Da Costa Messa Ribaué Nampula
Tomásia Celestino José Messa Ribaué Nampula
Daniel Lopes Messa Ribaué Nampula
Albisto Costa Messa Ribaué Nampula
Ilda Antonio Messa Ribaué Nampula
Daniel Cintura Messa Ribaué Nampula
Abílio Mahela Messa Ribaué Nampula
Fátima Aly Messa Ribaué Nampula
Alberto Constantino Messa Ribaué Nampula
Olinda Manuel Messa Ribaué Nampula
Dércio Sebastião Messa Ribaué Nampula
Hermínia Vasco Messa Ribaué Nampula
Fabião Antonio Messa Ribaué Nampula
Américo Vasco Manuel Messa Ribaué Nampula
José Muliqueia Messa Ribaué Nampula
Daniel Maurício Messa Ribaué Nampula
Marta Alberto Messa Ribaué Nampula
Almeida Mussa Messa Ribaué Nampula
Bonifácio Manuel Parrei Ile Zambézia
Ivo Francisco Parrei Ile Zambézia
Anita Augusto Parrei Ile Zambézia
Virgínia Munaloya Parrei Ile Zambézia
Ilizardo Paulo Parrei Ile Zambézia
Angelina Mário Parrei Ile Zambézia
Santos Paulo Parrei Ile Zambézia



Lúcia Macalima Parrei Ile Zambézia
João Caixote Parrei Ile Zambézia
Júlio Elope Parrei Ile Zambézia
Rosa Beira Parrei Ile Zambézia
Zaqueu Inácio Parrei Ile Zambézia
Victoria Iacataroue Parrei Ile Zambézia
Carlina Albino Parrei Ile Zambézia
Rosa Macalima Parrei Ile Zambézia
Helena Augusto Parrei Ile Zambézia
Ernesto Fonseca Parrei Ile Zambézia
Marta Alberto Parrei Ile Zambézia
Calisto Frederico Parrei Ile Zambézia
Mugabe Augusto Nhamaturi Gondola Manica
Isais José Nhamaturi Gondola Manica
Lazaro Manuel Nhamaturi Gondola Manica
Martinho Marcos Nhamaturi Gondola Manica
Luís Tomas Nhamaturi Gondola Manica
Rebeca João Nhamaturi Gondola Manica
Fátima Batista Bento Nhamaturi Gondola Manica
Isaque Davide Nhamaturi Gondola Manica
Isaque Basílio João Nhamaturi Gondola Manica
Flora Alberto faice Nhamaturi Gondola Manica
Maria Basílio Nhamaturi Gondola Manica
Rita Mário Fazenda Nhamaturi Gondola Manica























































ORGANIZATION Country

Justiça Ambiental – JA! Mozambique

Accão Académica para o Desenvolvimento Rural – ADECRU Mozambique

Missão Tabita – Associação das Igrejas Evangélicas de Mulevala Mozambique

Suhode Foundation Tanzania

World Rainforest Movement International

WoMin African Alliance Zimbabwe

Coalición de Tendencia Clasista (CTC-VZLA) Venezuela

ULA-NURR-GISA Venezuela

Global Women's Strike/LA United States

International Analog Forestry Network United States

Stop GE TREES United States

Global Justice Ecology Project United States

FRENTE PATRIÓTICO ARTIGUISTA - FPA Uruguay

Grupo Guayubira Uruguay

RECOMA - Red Latinoamericana contra los Monocultivos de Árboles Uruguay

Cassandra Productions United States

Dogwood Alliance United States

Women of Color/Global Women's Strike United States

Cambridge Youth Opera United Kingdom

Biofuelwatch UK/USA

Eastbourne ECO Action Network UK

Global Women's Strike UK

Legal Action for Women UK

The Corner House UK

Support for Women in Agriculture and Environment (SWAGEN) Uganda

Witness Radio - Uganda Uganda

Les Amis de la Terre-Togo Togo

Focus on the Global South Thailand

ADAP Switzerland

Ecopaper Switzerland

Voz do Cerrado Switzerland

Cercle Rosa Luxemburg Suisse

la caseta Spain

Valdelarte Spain



Timberwatch South Africa

Solopmon Islands National University Solomon Islands

Friends of the Siberian Forests Russia

Water Justice & Gender Peru

BASE IS Paraguay

Barnabas Charity Outreach Nigeria

Globalinfo.nl Netherlands

Milieudefensie Netherlands

Stand for Indigenous People Nederland

Comissao Nacional de Justica e Paz Mozambique

Justica ambiental Mozambique

PLASOC- Plataforma das Organizacoes da sociedade Civil de Chimoio Mozambique

Otros Mundos AC/Amigos de la Tierra México Mexico

PUIC-UNAM oficina Oaxaca Mexico

Comité Nacional para la Defensa y Conservación de Los Chimalapas Mexico

Maderas del Pueblo del Sureste, AC Mexico

WH4C(Workers Hub For Change) Malaysia

Social Entrepreneurs for Sustainable Development  (SESDev) Liberia

Soralo Kenya

Centro di Volontariato Internazionale - CeVI Italy

CeVI Italy

All India Forum of Forest Movements India

People for Himalayan Development (PHD) India

KOINOBIO - COOPERATING ORGANIC FARMS Greece

Youth Volunteers for Environment Ghana Ghana

Denkhausbremen Germany

Forum Ökologie & Papier Germany

Partner Südmexikos e.V: Germany

WECF International Germany

ONG Muyissi Environnement Gabon

ADENY association de défense de l'environnement et de la nature de 
l'Yonne

France

ADRET MORVAN France

ARPENT France

Attac France France

Cyberacteurs France

ICRA France



Les Indiens du Futur France

Snowchange Cooperative Finland

Plataforma Salvatsarbolessevilla Spain

PROYECTO GRAN SIMIO (gap/pgs-España) Spain

UNIÓN UNIVERSAL DESARROLLO SOLIDARIO Spain

Acción Ecologica Ecuador

C-CONDEM Ecuador

Fundación Pro Defensa de la Naturaleza Ecuador

Grupo TICCA Ecuador Ecuador

NOAH, Friends of the Earth Denmark Denmark

ASOPF Democratic Republic of the 
Congo

TRAFFED-Asbl RD.Congo Democratic Republic of the 
Congo

REFEB Côte d'Ivoire 

Collectif des planteurs de palmiers à huile. Cpph Côte d'Ivoire

YETIHO Cote d'Ivoire

Alianza por una Vida Digna Costa Rica

Asociación Conservacionista YISKI Costa Rica

Friends of the Earth International International

Nature-D-Congo Congo-Brazzaville

Réseau CREF Congo

CENSAT Amigos de la Tierra Colombia Colombia

Docente universitario Colombia

Alte SpA Chile

Fundación Wekimün Chilkatuwe Chile

Organizaciones y reducciones mapuche por el Bosque Ancestral e Itrofil 
Mongen

Chile

SB Graphisme & Rédaction Canada

RADD Cameroon

Synaparcam Cameroon

Associação Egídio Bruneto Brazil

Centro de Agricultura Alternativa Vicente Nica Brazil

CIMI Brazil

EcoVital Brazil

FASE/Fundo Dema Brazil

Forum Carajas Brazil



Institiuto Federal do Norte de Minas Gerais Brazil

Observatório dos Vales e Semiárido Mineiro Brazil

Pythonic Café Brazil

FASE Brasil 

Associação de Capoeira Berimbau Angola

FIOCRUZ Brazil

Land is Life -  LIL Brazil

Pastoral Social da Arquidiocese de Santarém Brazil

SINDSEP DF Brazil

Centar za zivotnu sredinu/ Friends of the Earth Bosnia and Herzegovina Bosnia and Herzegovina

Bloque Oscar Alfaro Bolivia

Friends of the Earth Europe Belgium

CREAR Belgium

Acción por la Biodiversidad Argentina

Project Allende Argentina

Red Latina sin fronteras Argentina

INDIVIDUALS

Name Surname Country 

Sahil Sasidharan India

Bertrand Sansonnens Switzerland

Sushmita V India

Soma  Kp India

Sylvia Baronin von Hahn United Kingdom

Mahlon Murphy USA

Berit Jordahl USA

Gata Salvaje USA

Sidney Ross-Risden USA

Dean Kendall USA

Dunya Raza Norway

Emilie Larsen Norway

Mika Rönkkö Finland

Sonia Munoz Llort Norway

Doris W. Germany



EKUE ASSEM Togo

lynn thompson UK

Gerd Lende Norway

Laura Pipolo Italia

Borislava Yordanova Bulgaria

Tom Faulkner United Kingdom

Lucinda Westwood United Kingdom

Andy Hessberg Germany

Barbara Van Dyck Belgium

Barbara Van Dyck Belgium

Jens-Ove Heckel Germany

Marcelo Miranda Portugal

Josh Hughes United Kingdom

Mirna Fernandez Bolivia

Naila Lalji Canada

nicholas nicola Australia

Victor Kamendrowsky USA

Kenneth Ruby USA

Judith Mayer USA

Thomas Kesselring Switzerland

Tom van Hettema Netherlands 

Marie-Michelle Melotte Canada

Valerie Tomlinson United Kingdom

Fredrik Larsson Sweden

Thomas Dr. Engel Germany

Henry Sak Canada

Dr. Egla Martinez Canada

Helene Beck Denmark

I.P.A. Manning Canada

Subha Kannan Singapore

Yücel Çağlar Turkey

nicholas king South Africa

Jane Sawcer United Kingdom

John Orbell United Kingdom

AE van Wyk South Africa

Alexander Mága Germany



Brian Gibbons United States

Andreas Reichmuth Switzerland

Antonio Delgado Moçambique

Katy Waddington Mozambique

Aida Batista Portugal

Maria Carvalho Mozambique

Janice Lemos Mozambique

TOMOYA INYAKU Japan

Michael F. Schmidlehner Brazil

Paula Guimarães de Palmeira Brazil

Mucio Gonçalves Brazil

Maria Angeles Mauri Espuny Spain

Elena Misó Spain

pilar Blanco Spain

Asunción Libertad TorresGosálvez Spain

Olga Poyatos Spain

Chiara Benedetti Switzerland

Daniela Subtil Portugal

CONCEPCION LOBO Spain

Guillermo Tobón Colombia

Antonia Piro Italia

Flurina Doppler Switzerland

Carmen Mercado Venezuela

Jimena DIAZ Argentina

Valentina Borgonovo Argentina

David Alvear Rincon Peru

Maria Jacinta Sanchez Marcos Spain

Cindy Portillo Honduras

Laia Serra Valls Spain

Brígida Valderrama Colombia

Valentina Mestre Argentina

Sandra Sousa Spain

GERARDO MOISES TORRES Antigua and Barbuda

Guadalupe Ortega Mexico

María Susana Heck Argentina

María Desirée Ruiz Bernal Spain



Marco Peel Spain

Dani Sánchez-Vizcaíno Spain

JULIO NÉSTOR SOSA BENIA Spain

Juan Antonio Parejo Muñoz Spain

Joan Lillo Spain

caroline waggershauser Spain

Felipe Osano Uruguay

Macarena Vázquez Argentina

jesus antonio espinosa Colombia

Claudio Vasquez Chile

Patricia De La Roca Guatemala

Rosa María Galeas Honduras

Lino Pizzolon Argentina

Fernando Quirola Anzoátegui Ecuador

Ana Maria Labarthe Peru

Ramón Soriano Spain

Victor Bravo Argentina

Emmanuelle Chapon Francia

Lidia Culzoni Argentina

Silvana Garcia Colombia

Claudio Sergio Nadal Argentina

Raquel Gilmet Uruguay

Josefina Paz Besomi Ormazábal Chile

Judith Coppel France

JEAN-LUC PELLARD France

Patrick Truchot France

Gérard PIERSON France

Denis MOURLAM France

Sylvie Beltrami France

Geneviève GRINBERG France

Francoise DEGIVRY France

manuel van thienen France

roger poulet France

Valérie Couché France

Philippe FAVRELIERE France

Bertrand Pouchot France 



Pascal LAGERBE France

Christophe MARSA France

ouam pisadoo France

magui cortes France

Jacques Durand France

Pam Quin France

Eric Legrand France

Catherine ROCHE France

Albert Ricchi France

Marion BESSAY France

Laurent Roque France

Bernard DAVID France

Thierry Carton Belgium

Fabienne Oubrayrie France

Pierre Darmangeat France

roland Bayle France

Jean-Michel Amillard France

Philippe Cartry France

Construisons Ensemble le 
Monde

Ikopi Moleko Gabriel Marcel RDC

Pascal Paquin France

odile girard France

Martine Rouillard France

Félix Girault France

Judith Pincemin France

Karen Rothschild Canada

Mylene Marchand France

bri lab France

Agathe Torti France


